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City of Washington 
Planning Board 

 
Regular Scheduled Meeting – Minutes 
Tuesday, November 24, 2020, 5:30pm 

Members Present 
D. Howell Miller – Chairman 
J. Herbert Schmitt – Vice-Chairman 
Jane Alligood 
Marie Barber 
Dot Moate 
John Wehrenberg  

Members Not Present 
Fred Scales 

 
Others Present 

Mike Dail, Director, Community and Cultural Services Director 
Glen Moore, Planning Administrator 
Dawn Maye, Administrative Support 

DUE TO COVID-19 MEETING WAS CONDUCTED VIA WEBEX. 

DUE TO TECHNICAL ISSUES THIS MEETING WAS RECORDED.  MINUTES 
WERE TAKEN FROM NOTES THAT WERE MADE DURING THE PLANNING 

BOARD MEETING. 
 
I. Opening of the meeting 

II. Invocation 

1. Chairman, D. Howell Miller, lead a moment of silence. 

III. Roll Call 

1. A silent roll call was taken by staff.  All members are present except for Mr. Fred Scales. 

IV. Old Business 

1. None 

V. New Business 

1. Preliminary Subdivision Plat – A 51 lot preliminary subdivision plat has been submitted by 
Jim Wiley for Moss East, a 6.75-acre parcel of land located at 515 E. Water Street in 
Washington.  The property is identified by the Beaufort County Tax Office as parcel number 
5685-06-6420. 

o Staff, a 51 lot preliminary subdivision plat has been submitted by Jim Wiley for Moss East, 
a 6.75-acre parcel of land located at 515 E. Water Street in Washington.  The property is 
identified by the Beaufort County Tax Office as parcel number 5685-06-6420.  City Council 
approved the rezoning request at their November 9, 2020 meeting and the property is now 
zoned B1H (Business Historical).  Adjoining property owner notices were mailed on 
November 13, 2020.  The public meeting notice advertisement date was November 14, 
2020.  The subject property area is surrounded by residential uses including Moss Landing 
Subdivision to the west.  The adjacent property to the north and east is zoned RHD 
(Residential Historical).  The adjacent property to the west is also zoned B1H (Business 
Historical).  The subject property is located in the City Limits and the most eastern portion 
of the property is located within the 100-year flood plain per the new flood zone maps. 
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(See Attached FIRM Map).  Water and Sewer are available to the subject property.  
The subject property is not located in the Historical District. 

o Chairman Miller, asked staff to speak to the changes that was sent to the Planning 
Board. 

o Mike Dail, Community and Cultural Services Director, there were no changes made 
to the Staff Report.  Preliminary Plat, pages 6 and 7 were added to the agenda 
packet. 

o Chairman Miller, asked to Board if anyone had any questions.  There were no 
questions from the Board. 

o Chairman Miller, asked Mr. Jim Wiley to come forward to present their request. 

o Jim Wiley, Developer of Moss East, presented the Preliminary Plat for Moss East.  
This will be a 51 lot subdivision on the property that was formerly known as 
Builders First Source. Moss East will be an extension of Moss Landing.  There are 
three (3) reasons for the irregular shaped lots: Reduce the speed of traffic, Safety 
of pedestrian, and open up water views.  This subdivision was technically designed 
by Scott Murray. 

o Chairman Miller, asked if Scott Murray had any comments.  Mr. Murray did not 
have any comments at this time. 

o Chairman Miller, ask if there were any questions from the Board. 

o J. Herbert Schmitt, has technical questions concerning the request.  After 
reviewing last week’s submittal there are a few items that need to be corrected.  
The abbreviations need to be updated.  Would like to know if there were any soil 
borings completed for the design of the foundations, the results would be need to 
adequately design the foundations.  At the October meeting there was mention of 
the contamination of soil/leaking tank.  How will the development address the 
contaminant soil?  Will there be any force main sewer, water, natural gas or 
communications?  There are not any shown on the preliminary plats.  It is noted on 
the drawings concerning variances for the streets for fire protection.  What type of 
variance?  Also, has a storm water runoff plan been completed and if so, were will 
the location of the manholes for the discharge?  Scott Murray, the abbreviation 
section will be up dated.  Soil borings have been completed on the site.  Earlier 
contamination was due to fuel tank that was buried.  Water quality has been 
involved and all adjacent neighbors have been notified and the situation has been 
resolved.  Utilities will mirror Moss Landing.  Moss East will comply with all state 
and local rules concerning fire protection.  Storm water plan is being completed to 
reduce the impervious area and storm water run-off.  Mr., Schmitt, stated that there 
is still a lot of preliminary items that have not been finalized. 

o Ms. Dot Moate, will the Planning Board get to review the final plat and on the plan 
there are notes concerning variance which are changes to the ordinance, how do 
we know if this meets those changes?  Mr. Mike Dail, the variances listed on the 
application can be approved by City Council.  Due to the short time we have not 
received all comment or changes from the technical review committee. 

o Ms. Jane Alligood, will there be a buffer between the development and the current 
neighbors?  Mr. Murray, will abide by the rules of the B1H zone. Alleys will be 
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gravel and will add additional landscaping.  There are two (2) lots that will have 10’-
0” setbacks from property line. 

o Chairman Miller, concerning shoreline management, there is a note for ownership 
of condo’s.  Will there be condo’s built on the site?  Mr. Wiley, ownership on the 
deed is referring to ownership of boat slips.  Chairman Miller, will fuel be sold on 
the property?  Mr. Wiley, no. Chairman Miller, what is the environmental impact on 
the Charlotte Street at lot 20.  Mr. Murray, mitigation of the wetlands has been 
completed and approved by the state.  CAMA has also approved the site. 

o John Wehrenberg, will there be a sidewalk on Charlotte Street?  Mr. Wiley, we are 
keeping the lots as small as possible and do not feel that this is warranted.  Mr. 
Wehrenberg, there are some large trees located on the property, are they going to 
addressed?  How many entrances will there be into the development?  Mr. Murray, 
there will be three (3) entrances.  This will lower traffic volume to create walkable 
streets.  

o Ms. Moate, at the last meeting one of the neighbors commented that McNair and 
Water street are high traffic areas, just wanted to developers to keep this in mind. 

o Mr. Schmitt, the drawings show one construction entrance detail.  Mr. Wiley, we 
are aware of the construction detail and existing pavement. 

o Chairman Miller, asked for any additional questions.  There were no additional 
questions. 

o Chairman Miller, opened the public hearing. 

o Chairman Miller, asked if there were anyone from the public would like to speak. 

1. Steve and Mary Beth Smith – 629 E Main Street, Washington, NC 27889 
Thanked Jim Wiley for walking the property.  Homes in the area have some 
historical significance.  Charlotte Street has a 10’-0” setback, will that be a 
requirement for Moss East?   

The 24-foot wide street changing to 30-foot wide, will that be from sidewalk to 
sidewalk? 

Would ask to have some flags placed to show the location of Charlotte Street, 
so we can plan for landscaping.  We would like to relocate some of the existing 
landscaping. 

Chairman Miller, thanked Mr. Wiley for making an effort with the property 
owners and with the Historic Homes. 

2. Ellen Flannery – 617 E Main Street, Washington, NC 27889 
Will the tall trees be removed?  Will the 7-foot chain link fence be removed? 

Mr. Wiley, will like to meet with you and does not know which trees will be 
removed.  The fence area will be enhanced. 

Ms. Flannery, what will happen to the existing railroad?  Mr. Wiley, the railroad 
track forks going into the site.  This portion will be removed. 

  



 

Revised: December 23, 2020  Page 4 of 6 

3. Billy Watkins – 601 E Main Street, Washington, NC 27889 
Have some concerns with the type of fencing and the removal of the trees.  Will 
you be reclaiming the yard by the fence?  There are two (2) houses across the 
back of the property, will the road be a private access?  Will the Alley way 
going to be rear access to those lots? 

Mr. Wiley, the alleyways will be driveway access.  Mr. Watkins, will there be 
streetlights on the alleyways?  Mr. Wiley, not intending for streets lights to be 
installed.  Would be happy to meet with Mr. Watkins. 

4. Linda Hess – 625 E Main Street, Washington, NC 27889 
Property has a setback of 10-foot; with variances the setback will be changed 
to zero.  Will the alleyway be part of the 10-foot setback? 

Mr. Murray, B1H Zone allows for zero setback.  Ms. Hess, the back of the 
property is wetlands and when the river rises during a storm the water will 
come up to the 700 block, with the improvements will this increase the potential 
of flooding?  Mr. Murray, we are aware of the area and the improvements will 
not increase water standing. 

5. Rose Sunderlin – 702 W Main Street, Washington, NC 27889 
Why is this property non-historical?  Staff, this track was not included in the 
dedicated Historic District with the state. 

Ms. Sunderlin, the location of Lot 20 will cause 625 E Main Street to lose the 
view of the river and the owners will not receive a reduction in taxes.  Also, the 
residents who live on Charlotte Street currently are not allowed to remove any 
tree without the approval of the Historic Preservation Commission.  Ms. 
Sunderlin, does not understand how the developers of Moss East will be able 
to remove any and all trees without any approval from the Historic Preservation 
Commission.  We may have a joint property line but, we are held to two 
different set of rules.  Since Moss East is not considered to be in the Historic 
District all of the houses built will have to follow a different set of rules.  The 
chain link fence is horrible.  Mr. Wiley states, we (the developers) will work with 
the home owners concerning landscaping. 

Chairman Miller, has Moss East received approval from the Historic 
Commission?  Mr. Wiley, everything went through the Historic Commission to 
stay true to the neighborhood.  We do have the recommendation with the City 
Council to lease Charlotte Street and during construction we will be mindful of 
the existing trees. 

6. Mary Beth Smith – 629 E Main Street, Washington, NC 27889 
Regarding the Historic Commission, Moss East is not in the Historic District.  
Lot 20 will take away the river views of the Hess Property.  In the Historic 
Design Guidelines, property owners are not allowed to obstruct any river view.  
With Moss East not being in the Historic District they will not have to abide by 
the regulations of obstructing river views. 

7. Ellen Flannery – 617 E Main Street, Washington, NC 27889 
Agrees with Ms. Smith and is surprised a house would be constructed on that 
portion of property. 
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o Chairman Miller, asked for any additional questions. 

o Chairman Miller, being that there are no further questions the Public hearing is 
closed. 

o Chairman Miller, asked the Board for any additional questions.  There were no 
additional questions. 

o Chairman Miller, asked for a motion. 

 J. Herbert Schmitt made a motion to recommend continuance of the 
preliminary 51 lot subdivision plat based on the need for additional 
information.  D. Howell Miller seconded the motion.  All voted 5 in favor and 1 
opposed.  Record of vote below. 

 Record of vote. 

YES NO COMMISSION MEMBER MOTION 
 X Dot Moate  

X  D. Howell Miller 2nd the motion 
X  Jane Alligood  
X  Marie Freeman Barber  
  Fred Scales - Absent  

X  J. Herbert Schmitt Made the Motion 
X  John Wehrenberg  

VI. Other Business 

1. None 

VII. Approval of Minutes- October 27, 2020 

1. Dot Mote made the motion to continue approval of the minutes until the next meeting 
of the Planning Board.  J. Hebert Schmitt, second the motion.  All voted 6 in favor and 
0 opposed.  Record of vote below. 

 Record of vote. 

YES NO COMMISSION MEMBER MOTION 

X  Dot Moate  
X  D. Howell Miller  
X  Jane Alligood Made the Motion 
X  Marie Freeman Barber  
  Fred Scales - Absent  

X  J. Herbert Schmitt 2nd the motion 
X  John Wehrenberg  
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VIII. Adjourn 

1. There being no other business: 

  Marie Barber made a motion to adjourn.  J. Herbert Schmitt seconded All 
voted 6 in favor and 0 opposed.  Record of vote below. 

 Record of vote. 

YES NO COMMISSION MEMBER MOTION 
X  Dot Moate  
X  D. Howell Miller  
X  Jane Alligood  
X  Marie Freeman Barber Made the Motion 
X  D. Howell Miller  
  Fred Scales - Absent  

X  J. Herbert Schmitt 2nd the motion 
X  John Wehrenberg  

 


